
15-Minute Cities for Bromley:

Making Bromley a Great Place for Active Travel



• London Living Streets

• Active Travel and 15-minute Cities

• Bromley & Active Travel

• Improving conditions for walking and cycling



• Living Streets formed as the Pedestrians Association in 1929.

• London Living Streets - summer 2016.

• Umbrella group for Living Streets borough groups across London.

• Aims: “London needs to become a Liveable City, a Walking City, an 

Inclusive City, a Healthy City and a Safer City.”

Living Streets

Walking Place+
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Being Active = 

2 X 10 minute periods 

per day of brisk 

walking or cycling



TfL Research

Good walking conditions are great for the local economy.



Francis Road Leyton - 2018

• Part-time closure to motor 

vehicles from 10am to 8pm.

• Improved paving and 

planting, which has been 

adopted by local businesses.

• Traffic volumes more than 

halved.

• The local economy boosted.



Herne Hill

•38% of people agreed that people were spending more money in the area.

•66% of pedestrians surveyed agreed that they now shopped more.
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https://app.traveltime.com

Beckenham, Bromley and Orpington each have large catchment areas of population that are 

within a 15-minute walk of the town centre and represent a large potential audience if the 

conditions to get there are attractive.  



https://app.traveltime.com

Again, if conditions are safe and attractive, the potential catchment areas within a 15-minute 

cycle are extremely large. 



Levels of cycling in Bromley are amongst the lowest in London.



The rate of cycling casualties in London are amongst the highest in London.



Cycling casualties are concentrated on main roads. 60% of all serious and fatal cycling 

casualties occur on “A” or “B” roads in Bromley.

Location of cycling casualties (only) 2016 to 2020



Bromley has one of the lowest levels of provision of protected cycle track in London.



Lower Speed Limits. TfL - Digital speed limit map (Jan 2022). Existing speed limits – 20mph 

in green. Bromley has the lowest level in London (= with Barnet) - 5% of roads.

content.tfl.gov.uk/london-digital-speed-limit-map.pdf



TfL - Digital speed limit map (Jan 2022). 

Beckenham Town Centre

Bromley Town Centre

&

Bromley South

Orpington



www.crashmap.co.uk of reported road casualties (all severities 2016-2020): Beckenham 

Location of reported road casualties.



www.crashmap.co.uk of reported road casualties (all severities 2016-2020): Bromley 

Location of reported road casualties.



www.crashmap.co.uk of reported road casualties (all severities 2016-2020): Orpington 

Location of reported road casualties.
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Slower speeds are the building block of fairer towns, cities and villages.

• TfL estimates that speed is a factor 

in around 37% of collisions on 

London’s roads where a person 

dies or is seriously injured. The 

Met Police found speeding to be a 

factor in 49% of fatal crashes.

• Reducing the maximum speed of 

vehicles to 20mph in built-up  

areas is associated with a 42% 

reduction in road casualties. 

• In built-up areas, 20mph speed 

limits are the building block for 

streets that put people first and 

are linked to:

- Lower casualties

- More walking and cycling

- Lower air and noise pollution.



Safe space for cycling – the importance of protected cycle lanes on main roads.

• Cycling made up 1.0% of total 

vehicle mileage in Great Britain 

in 2019; people cycling make up 

13.7% of all serious and fatal 

casualties.

• Copenhagen has introduced 

mostly segregated cycle tracks 

over the last 25 years and over 

the same period the risk of 

serious collision has reduced by 

72% per cycled kilometre.



Safe street design  - high streets and town centres (TfL controlled road).

• Lack of crossing facilities.

• Severance – lack of people!

• Lack of any provision for people cycling.

• High speeds in free flowing traffic.

Google Streetview



Safe street design - low cost interventions on arterial roads.



Safe street design - low cost interventions on arterial roads.



Beckenham High St A222 - August 2015



Beckenham High St A222 – July 2021



Safe street design – junctions and crossings.

• More than two-thirds of deaths 

and serious injuries to 

pedestrians, cyclists and 

motorcyclists in London occur at 

junctions.

• People are at greatest risk when 

crossing provisions are non-

existent or poor, or when they 

have to wait too long to cross.



Safe street design – junctions and crossings: Bromley 

example – Chislehurst junction of the A222 and A208.

Google Streetview

Reported Road Casualties – 2016-2020



Safe street design: Station Approach – Hayes.





To support walkable and liveable town centres and the goals of the 15-minute city, Bromley 

needs to:

• Introduce 20mph limits where people and vehicles mix; especially in its town centres.

• Work with TfL to reduce the impact of the Red Route roads that can cause high 

community severance.

• Explore the potential for a network of walking routes (eg https://footways.london/) 

prioritising safe route from residential areas into town centres.

• Make sure pavements are wide, clutter-free and well-maintained – key for accessibility.

• Focus on crossings – straight ahead, narrow side road crossings, ample time to cross, 

shorter wait times and formal and informal crossings where people want to cross.

• Make space for protected cycle lanes on main roads.

• Prioritise people:

- Roll-out the public realm improvement programme from Beckenham.

- Space for people vs space for vehicles - rethinking car parking?

- (Timed) pedestrianisation for key locations – great for business!


